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Most Invasive
The following species have been documented as aggressive invaders that may establish even from distant plantings 
to displace natives and disrupt natural habitats.  Many have been designated as ‘Most Invasive in Wildlands’ by the LOCATION KNOWN     METHODS
California Invasive Plant Council. (Cal-IPC).  These plants spread easily over long distances via wind, water, TO INVADE  OF
and/or wildlife.  All plants categorized as ‘Most Invasive’ have been observed in multiple sites throughout the county.    INVADING
Using these plants in any landscape is strongly discouraged. Click on plant name to access information sheet.

Severe Ecological Impact
Highly invasive
Wide ecological distribution of each species
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Acacia cyclops Coastal Wattle, Cyclops Acacia X X X X x  
Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven X X X X X X X X X x
Arctotheca calendula Cape Weed X  X X  X X X X
Arundo donax Giant Reed, Arundo X X X X X
Asparagus asparagoides Florist's-smilax, Bridal creeper, Smilax X X X X X X X  X  
Asphodelus fistulosa Hollow-stem Asphodel, Onionweed X X X X X X X X X
Atriplex semibaccata Australian Saltbush X X X X X X X X  
Carpobrotus edulis, Carpobrotus chilensis Hottentot Fig, Sea Fig, Highway Iceplant X  X X X X X X X X
Chrysanthemum coronarium Garland or Crown Daisy X   X X X X   
Cortaderia selloana, Cortaderia jubata Pampas Grass (C. selloana), Jubata Grass (C. jubata) X X X X X X X X X  
Cytisus scoparius, Cytisus striatus Scotch Broom (C. scoparius), Portuguese Broom (C. 

striatus) X X X X X X X X X X  
Delairea odorata (Senecio mikanioides) German Ivy, Cape Ivy   x X X X X X
Dimorphotheca sinuata Blue-Eye Cape Marigold, African Daisy, Cape Marigold X X X X X X  x
Ehrharta calycina, E. erecta, E. longiflora Purple Veldt Grass, Panic Veldt Grass, Long-Flowered 

Veldt Grass X  X X X X X X  
Eucalyptus camaldulensis Red Gum, River Red Gum  X X
Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum  X  X
Foeniculum vulgare Sweet Fennel, Wild Fennel X X X X X X X
Genista spp.(Genista monspessulana) Broom, French Broom, Genista   X X X X X X X X
Hedera canariensis Algerian Ivy X X X X X
Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife X X X X X X
Melinus repens, (Rhynchelytrum repens ) Natal Grass, Natal Ruby Grass, Red Top X X X X X X X X  
Myoporum laetum (Myoporum perforatum) Ngaio, Myoporum, Mousehole Tree X X X X  X  
Pennisetum ciliare (Cenchrus ciliare) Buffelgrass X X X X X X
Pennisetum clandestinum (Cenchrus clandestinum) Kikuyu Grass X X X X X X
Pennisetum setaceum (Cenchrus setaceum) and cultivars Fountain grass X X X X X X
Pennisetum villosum (Cenchrus villosus) African Feathertop X X X X X X
Phoenix canariensis Canary Island Date Palm X X X X
Retama monosperma Bridal Veil Broom, Broom X X X X
Ricinus communis Castor Bean X X X   
Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian Pepper Tree X X  X X X X
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom   X X X  X X X X
Tamarix spp. Tamarisk, Salt-cedar  X X X X X  X
Tropaeolum majus Garden Nasturtium X X X X X
Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm X X X X
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Moderately Invasive
The following species have been documented in San Diego County as moderately invasive and having the potential LOCATION     METHODS
to spread. Many have been designated as moderately invasive by Cal-IPC. All plants categorized as ‘moderately KNOWN TO  OF
invasive’ in San Diego County are documented in sites throughout the county and are typically localized invasions, INVADE    INVADING
which are known to have escaped from ornamental plantings.  These plants are less likely than those categorized 
as ‘most invasive’ to spread great distances.  They are generally more localized problems, spreading into adjacent
open space.  Before selecting or installing plants from this category, use the guide to investigate whether the plants 
may be potentially invasive in a particular location and site. Planting immediately adjacent to open space 
is discouraged. Click on plant name to access plant information sheet.

Substantial and apparent ecological Impact
Moderately invasive
Moderate ecological distribution of each species
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Acacia baileyana Bailey Acacia, Cootamundra Wattle X X X
Acacia longifolia Golden Wattle X  X X X   X
Aptenia cordifolia Red Apple, Baby Sunrose X  X     X   
Asparagus densiflorus Asparagus Fern, Meyers Asparagus, Sprenger Asparagus X X X X  X
Asparagus setaceus (A. plumosus) Asparagus Fern X X X X X
Callistemon viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush X X
Catalpa bignonioides Common Catalpa, Indian Bean  X X X  X X  
Chasmanthe floribunda African Cornflag, Chasmanthe  X X X X X   
Cotoneaster pannosa, C. lacteus Cotoneaster X X X X
Crassula ovata (C. argentea) Jade Plant X X X X X
Cupaniopsis anacardioides Carrot Wood  X  X
Cyperus involucratus (C.alternifolius) African Umbrella Plant X X
Echium candicans (E. fastuosum) Pride of Madeira   X  X X  
Ficus carica Edible Fig X X X X X X X X
Fraxinus uhdei Evergreen Ash, Shamel Ash, Mexican Ash, Tropical Ash X  X  X  
Gazania linearis (Gazania longiscapa) Gazania, Gazania Daisy, Colorado Gold, Hardy Gazania X X X X X X
Hedera helix English Ivy X X X X X X
Hypericum canariense Klamathweed, Canary Island St. John's Wort X X X X X  
Ipomoea purpurea Common Morning-glory X X X X
Limonium perezii Perez's Marsh-rosemary, Sea Lavender X X   X X
Limonium sinuatum Nothc-leaf Marsh-rosemary, Statice X X  X X
Lobularia maritima Sweet Allyssum X X X X X X
Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle and all its varieties  X X X X X  
Lotus corniculatus Birdfoot Trefoil X X X X X X X X X   
Ludwigia hexapetala (L.uruguayensis) Uruguay Marsh-Purslane, Water Primrose X X X X
Malephora crocea Red-flowered Iceplant, Croceum Iceplant X X X X X X X X
Mentha pulegium, Mentha spicata var. spicata Pennyroyal, Spearmint X X X X X  
Mesembryanthemum spp. Ice Plant X X X X X X X X
Mirabilis jalapa (Mirabilis lindheimeri) Four O'Clock, Marvel of Peru X X X X
Myriophyllum aquaticum, M. spicatum Parrotfeather, Parrot Feather, Water Milfoil X X X X
Olea europaea (fruiting varieties) Olive Tree X X X
Opuntia ficus-indica Mission Prickly-pear, Indian Fig, Tuna Cactus X X X X X  X   
Osteospermum fruticosum (Dimorphotheca fruticosa) Trailing African Daisy, Freeway Daisy X X X X
Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican Palo Verde, Jerusalem Thorn X X
Pelargonium x hortorum Common Geranium, Garden Geranium, Zonal Geranium  X X X X
Pittosporum undulatum Victorian Box X  X X X
Prunus lyonii (Prunus ilicifolia ssp. lyonii) Catalina Cherry X X X X
Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust   X X X
Schinus molle Peruvian Pepper Tree, California Pepper X  X  X X X
Senna didymobotrya (Cassia didymobotrya) Popcorn Senna, Popcorn Cassia, African Senna X X X X X X X  
Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Elm Tree X X X X
Vinca major Greater Periwinkle, Periwinkle, Big-leaf Periwinkle X X X X X
Zantedeschia aethiopica (Calla aethiopica) Calla-lily X X X X  X
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