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The San Diego Chapter of ASLA has just
witnessed 30 years in operation and our
Winter Gala affair was a grand tribute for
the past years of SDASLA. The evening,
organized by past-president Stephen
Copley, was filled with retrospection.
Held at the historic Abby in Bankers Hill
just outside of downtown, members filled
the building for an evening of drinks,
food, music, and appropriately a word
from founding president Stephen Halsey.
Those in attendance were entertained by a
photographic retrospective membership
slide show and were introduced to the
new executive board.  Introductions and
key notes were given by Copley and cur-
rent president Chris Gustard.  Mr. Gustard
also introduced the group to the organiza-
tion’s theme for 2007 - Impact.  As a wrap-
up to 2006 and introduction to 2007, the
Gala was a reminder of the "impact" our
community of landscape architects has
had on the region and a reminder of the
"impact" we are responsible for in the
future.  If member participation is a first
step to creating a positive and strong

"impact" on our futures
here in San Diego
County, then the posi-
tive turnout at our 30th
Anniversary Gala in
December should be a
good indication for a
bright future.

30th Anniversary Gala Sponsors
Hospitality - $1,000

•Miracle Playground Sales
•Rick Engineering
•Thompsons Building Materials
•Gillespie Moody Patterson, Inc.

Networking/Entertainment  - $800
•Project Design Consultants
•Pardee Tree Nursery

Program - $250
•Am-Sod, Inc.
•Garden Art International
•Orco Block
•RCP Block and Brick
•The Wakefield Company
•ValleyCrest Companies
•VIT Products

March 2007

30th Anniversary Gala Celebrated Impact
of SD/ASLA Chapter 1976-2006

CCASLA Sacramento
Legislative Day 2007
You are invited to meet fellow ASLA
members from all over California in
Sacramento on April 11, for the first
annual CC/ASLA Legislative Lobby
Day. You will learn about issue impact-
ing the industry, meet CC/ASLA lead-
ers, our legislative advocate and key
state legislators, and help make a differ-
ence in the future of Landscape
Architecture in California. 
Schedule
You will fly to Sacramento the morning
of April 11 (or the night before - no
hotel rooms have been reserved - a list
of hotels will be provided). 
9:30-10 a.m.

Registration and breakfast buffet
Sutter Club, 1120 9th St., between
Capitol and L Streets)

10 a.m. to noon
Opening Session: Keynote
Speaker/Legislative Briefing

Noon-1 p.m.
Open time for lunch and exploring
the Capitol

1:30 -4:00 p.m.
Group Legislative Appointment
with Key Legislators

5-7 p.m.
ASLA Sierra Chapter Hosted
Reception and Lobby Debriefing
HLA Group, 1050 20th Street,
Suite 200 (20th and L Streets)

Flights home or stay night and return
the next morning (Sierra ASLA mem-
bers will assist with transportation to
the airport).
For more information or to register, call
(619) 225-8155 or ccasla@sbcglobal.net.

Interrobang 2007 Off to a Great Start
Interrobang 2007 started out with a BANG! Tom Oslund of Oslund Associates spoke
to a packed house at the Museum of Contemporary Art’s new downtown location.
Members of the four host organizations (ASID, ASLA, AIA and SOHO) were out in
full force to see the new location and to see Tom’s thought provoking land forms.
Wine and beer were provided by San Diego Wine Company and Karl Strauss
Brewing Company for a lively reception. Guests arriving early got to tour through
the museum’s new building and exhibits.  

Don’t forget to add the 2nd Tuesday of each month through November to your
calendar. Next month’s speaker is Anthea Hartig on March 13. She will discuss the
humorous twist of preserving our historic architecture. Visit www.InterrobangSD.org
for more information and the complete speaker line up for the year.
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S a n  D i e g o  C h a p t e r
Past Chapter Presidents

2006 Chris Langdon
2005 Stephen Copley
2004 David A. Taylor
2003 David Strickland
2002 Gary Pryor
2001 Laura Burnett
2000 Larry Sheehan
1999 Teresa Barker
1998 Joseph Esposito
1997 Gary Ruyle
1996 Robin Shifflet
1995 Mark Steyaert
1994 Kelly Broughton
1993 Patrick Caughey
1992 Glen Schmidt
1991 Marian Marum

1990 Nick DeLorenzo
1989 Keith Simon
1988 Rick Garbini
1987 Bill Burton
1986 Frank Kawasaki
1985 Gerald Garner
1984 Roger DeWeese
1983 Robert DeLacy
1982 Dennis Otsuji
1981 Vickie Estrada
1980 William Briggs
1979 Ralph Stone
1978 Ron Teshima
1977 Stephen Halsey

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

IMPACT is Chapter Theme for Upcoming Year
By Chris Gustard, Gillespie Moody Patterson, Inc.

Visit www.asla-sandiego.org

Happy New Year to all,
and I wish you a success-

ful and prosperous 2007. In the last
newsletter I divulged some humorous
aspects of my younger years and how I
got into the profession. Thank you to all of
you who wrote me response e-mails.  

The 30th Anniversary Gala, held at the
Abbey, was a huge success. Steve Halsey,
the chapter’s very first president who was
involved in setting up the Chapter and
breaking away from the Los Angeles
Chapter back in 1976, gave a warm and
humorous speech on the last 30 years of
the Chapter. This chapter has definitely
changed over the years. Our local mem-
bership is well over 200 and growing with
a much bigger budget to work with and
so many more events to offer the member-
ship. I want to personally thank Steve for
attending and speaking to the group. My
duties followed his in speaking on the
next 30 years. To be honest, I was incredi-
bly nervous speaking to such a prestigious
crowd of local Landscape Architecture
professionals. If you would like to read
the full Gala speeches they will be posted
on the website. 

In 2007 SDASLA’s theme is ‘Impact’.
Simple yes, but what does this single
word mean to us as Landscape Architects?
What is the extent of our impact on socie-
ty, on the built environment locally/glob-
ally? The extent of our work in shaping
and designing aesthetic and functional
spaces where we live, eat, work and play
has the largest horizontal plane of any
other profession. Tom Oslund spoke at the
first Interrobang lecture on February 13th
and really captured how he and many
other Landscape Architects express art
and powerful shapes in design through
our profession. There’s a great line-up of
Interrobang speakers this year. They will
be held on the second Tuesday of each
month at the beautiful new Museum of
Contemporary Art in downtown San
Diego, immediately adjacent to the Santa

Fe Depot train station on Kettner. 
There are a number of activities

planned for 2007. Last year’s Night at
Petco Park was a huge success with Andy
Spurlock giving the 50 person group a
behind the scenes tour of Petco Park. This
year, we have expanded the reserved tick-
ets to 100 and have amazing seats. Dave
Leondard and Kyle Fiddelke are planning
the event to include a downtown redevel-
opment tour with CCDC. 

National Landscape Architecture
month will be celebrated in April. We
have four different events planned which
will have, yes, a great Impact on the local
community. The theme this year is
“Discover a Career in Landscape
Architecture". We need the membership’s
help for three of those events. There will
be presentations to students at select San
Diego County middle and/or high
schools. We are also going to be involved
with the Boy Scout Fair at Qualcom
Stadium where young individuals will be
exposed to the profession and completing
partial items for the Landscape
Architecture merit badge. 

DJ Taylor will be heading up
SDASLA’s participation in the 5th Annual
‘I Love a Clean San Diego Creek to Bay
Clean-Up’. All of those events need sup-
port from the members, so get involved
with the fun. It’s great to get out and meet
other persons of your profession. 

One final note, Jerry Hastings, who
teaches the Grading and Drainage course
at UCLA, is offering to teach the review
course here in San Diego for $300 per stu-
dent. He needs at least 14 participants to
sign up. The review session will most like-
ly be in May right before the exam. Please
contact the Chapter office or myself for
additional information. 

I look forward to meeting some new
faces at this year’s events. Please feel free
to e-mail either myself or any of the board
members with any questions you may
have.
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The SD/ASLA Newsletter is a quarterly newsletter, pub-
lished by and for members, in February, May, August and
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Articles: All articles, including editorial, announcements,
and/or calendar events should be mailed to the Vice
President of Chapter Visibility by the 1st of the month
preceding publication.
Advertising: Contact Jerrie Beard and Associates for all
advertising rates, deadlines and artwork requirements.

Educational Program on Wildfire Prevention
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La Mesa DRB Opening  
The City of La Mesa will have an opening
on its Design Review Board (DRB) in July
2007 for a volunteer position serving in an
advisory capacity to the La Mesa City
Council.  We are very interested in getting
a certified landscape architect to fill that
position and round out the board with two
architects and two planners who are now
serving on the DRB.

The DRB meets on the second and
fourth Monday of each month from 12:00 -
3:00 pm.  Lunch is provided and DRB
members receive a stipend of $50 for each
meeting they attend.

Interested landscape professionals are
encouraged to apply for the DRB position.
To apply, please visit our website at
www.cityoflamesa.com and click on
"Boards and Commissions" under the
Government heading.  Any questions
regarding this position can be directed to
me.

Bill Chopyk, AICP
Director of Planning & Development Srvcs.
City of La Mesa
8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941
TEL: (619) 667-1187 • FAX: (619) 667-1131

The San Diego Natural History Museum,
in partnership with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, as well as local fire agen-
cies and businesses, is working to provide
local businesses and professionals with the
tools to address the needs of clients whose
homes are at risk from wildfire. In March
2007, the Museum will host "Protecting
Homes and Communities from Wildfire:
Education for the Business Sector," a one-
day workshop for businesses and profes-
sionals who work in and around home
sites in the wildland-urban interface. 

The seminar will address key issues
facing professionals who work with
homes, homeowners and prospective
homeowners in wildfire prone areas. This
cross-training platform will provide the
opportunity to work across industries to
find solutions. As these best business prac-
tices are implemented, San Diego ulti-
mately gains safer homes and communi-
ties. Instructors include local fire officials,
ecologists, landscapers and architects.

Who should attend: Landscape, build-
ing, real estate, insurance and other pro-
fessionals.

Trainings will cover a comprehensive
range of wildfire information, from basic
fire behavior and local fire ecology, to
what makes a house or community safer
in the event of a wildfire. Each workshop
is a two-way information exchange:
instructors will present invaluable knowl-
edge, workshop attendees will provide
feedback from experience in their field.

Also, the Museum is seeking approval
from various agencies for continuing edu-
cation credits.

Professionals will gain a competitive
edge and an understanding of wildfire
issues as well as local codes and regula-
tions; they will be better equipped to
address the needs of their clients; and they
will have the opportunity to network with
other professionals 

Dates and locations: 
Each workshop is identical in structure
and content.
•Saturday, March 3, 2007; 9 AM–2 PM

(SDNHM, Balboa Park)
•Friday, March 9, 2007; 7:30 AM–12:30 PM

(SDNHM, Balboa Park)
•Thursday, March 15, 2007; Noon–5 PM

(Spring Valley)*
•Friday, March 23, 2007; Noon–5 PM

(Casa del Prado, Balboa Park)**
•Saturday, March 31, 2007; Noon–5 PM

(Rancho Santa Fe)***
*Includes a tour of the FireWise Garden.  Co-spon-

sored by the San Miguel Consolidated Fire Protection

District

** Co-sponsored by the San Diego Chapter of the

American Society of Landscape Architects

*** Co-sponsored by the Rancho Santa Fe Fire

Protection District 

How to enroll: 
The cost of each event is $25/person. To
register, visit www.sdnhm.org/educa-
tion/wildfire. Or, contact Christopher
Blaylock at cblaylock@sdnhm.org or
619.255.0289.



Vision
A world where the built and natural environments
coexist in harmony and sustainable balance; where
all peoples can express their diverse heritage and
their  individual desires to grow and thrive; and
where we, as a profession, can substantially con-
tribute to the process of achieving these ends.

Mission
To lead, to educate and to participate in the careful
stewardship, wise planning and artful design of our
cultural and natural environments.

San Diego Chapter
P.O. Box 33510
San Diego, CA
92163-3510
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March
13 Interrobang. Anthea Hartig, PhD –

Architectural History
20 ASLA/SD Executive Committe Meeting.

Gillespie, Moody and Patterson, Inc.
23 Wildfire Landscape Seminar. 12 – 5 pm –

Prado Bldg. Room 104, Balboa Park

April
1-30 Landscape Architecture Month LA Career

Outreach to San Diego Schools
10 Interrobang. Paul Kephart – Sustainable

Architecture
11 CA ASLA Legislative Day/Lobby Day in

Sacramento, CA. To participate contact:
ccasla@sbcglobal.net

17 ASLA/SD Executive Committe Meeting.
Gillespie, Moody and Patterson, Inc.

21 Landscape Architecture Month Event -
Boy Scout Merit Badge Fair at Qualcom
Stadium

28 Landscape Architecture Month Event - “I
Love a Clean San Diego 5th Annual
Creek to Bay Cleanup”

May
8 Interrobang. Laura Birns – Green Interior

Design
15 ASLA/SD Executive Committe Meeting.

Gillespie, Moody and Patterson, Inc.
25-27Tentative - LARE Section E Review

Workshop in San Diego. Call Jerry
Hastings (818) 882-6962 or
jphastings@socal.rr.com.

Four Seasons Sponsors $7,500
Modern Builder Supply
T.B. Penick & Sons, Inc.
Rain Bird
Team Reprographics

Spring Bouquet Sponsor $5,000
Kaufman Masonry & Landscape Supply

Autumn Color Sponsors $1,500
Coast Recreation, Inc
John Deere Landscapes
Hunter Industries, Inc.
KRC Rock, Inc.
Mountain States Wholesale Nursery
Southland Sod Farms

Winter Warm-Up Sponsors $750
Benchmark Landscape
Cavignac & Associates
D.L. Cunningham, Inc.
KOMPAN, Inc.
Orco Block Comp
Pardee Tree Nurseries

Rain Master Irrigation Systems
RCP Block and Brick
Schnetz Landscape, Inc.
Steven Smith Landscape, Inc.
Southland Sod Farms
The Concrete Group

Lecture Sponsors
Environs
McCullough Landscape Architecture Inc.
Spurlock Poirier Landscape Architects
Reside
Rick Engineering

Hospitality Sponsors
Wimmer Yamada and Caughey
KTU+A
Urban Arena, LLC
ONA, Inc.

Friends of Interrobang Sponsors
KRC Rock
Integration Design Studio
The Office of James Burnett
David Reed Landscape Architects

Thank you to our 2007 Sponsors!

Save the Date!
There will be a Cal Poly San Luis Obispo alumni mixer/celebration at EDAW in Irvine
to celebrate 35 years of landscape architecture at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. This event
is open to all alumni, family and friends of the Department. The new Department
Chair, Margarita Hill will be in attendance as will Dick Zweifel, Associate Dean, and
Thomas Jones, Dean of the School of Architecture. There will be no charge for the
event. Look for email updates in the coming weeks. The Irvine office of EDAW is locat-
ed at 2737 Campus Drive, Irvine, CA 92612. 


