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Our Limited Resources

Water – A finite resource

Climate Change from energy 
consumption

Landfills consume habitat



Did Your Know?

Office buildings use 35% of CA energy

A typical office uses:

• 45% of energy in air conditioning

• 33% of energy in lighting

• 22% of energy in equipment

America’s offices have doubled their energy 
use between 1989 and 2005



Did Your Know?

1 computer + 1 monitor = CAD station
If always on (even with screensaver):

• 180 kw hours/month = $276/year in energy 
costs

If using “sleep” or “stand‐by” mode:

• 160 kw hours/month = $200/year

If turned OFF during non‐work hours (no stand‐by):

• 38 kw hours/month = $59/year



Did Your Know?

Typical daily waste per employee:
Regular employee:

1.3 lbs/workday of trash = 338 lbs/year

Employee who recycles paper:

.7 lbs/workday of trash + .6 lbs/workday recyclables



Why Do A Green Plan?

• Our professions’ responsibility to the planet

• Our good conscience

• Cost savings

• Staff education

• Implements our strategic plan

• Ensures we practice what we preach



1: SUSTAINABILITY1: SUSTAINABILITY

Action 1.10.1:   Prepare a green operations plan 
for use throughout the firm.  Disseminate the 
plan to all offices for implementation as part 
of the annual business planning cycle.

Strategic Plan



Intent

• New, comprehensive Plan
– Strategically address 

operational environmental footprint

– Specifies impact areas to be addressed

• Flexible document
– Implementation will be tailored to each 

individual office and their specific set of 
conditions

– Will be updated depending on data, new 
technologies, context
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New Construction & Renovation

Office Products
GOAL:Minimize our office waste streams and provide green purchasing guidelines.

Air Quality

Water
GOAL: Reduce office water consumption.

GOAL: Reduce negative impact of office on the environment & improve health of the workplace.

Energy

Transportation

Community
GOAL: Actively participate in fostering sustainable lifestyles, both within the WRT community as 

well as the greater communities in which we practice design

Service Providers
GOAL: Patronize local service providers and vendors that prescribe to sustainable business ethics.
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GOAL: Increase quality of indoor air.

GOAL: Decrease green house gas emission associated with employee commuting and 
business travel.

GOAL: Reduce energy consumption and take steps to offset the green house gas 
emissions associated with energy production.



TARGET AREAS

‐ Establish baseline information
‐ Quantifiable data
‐ Track improvement

‐ Initiatives required to be implemented          
in every office are bolded

‐ Designate person(s) to implement
‐ Track completion

ASSESSMENT:

INITIATIVES

#.# = IMPACT CATEGORY

‐ Identifies practices and approach used 
to achieve overall section goal

# = SECTION
+ Goal:
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WRT Green Operations Plan
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Implementation

• Roll‐out via local GO Teams
• Office champions identified in each office

• Individuals encourage to take on initiatives

• Report back to Firmwide GO Team



• REPLACE receptacles to standardize the recycling system to make 
it easily understandable and visible to employees and visitors.

• PROVIDE signage to compliment the system.

• REDUCE the number of plastic bags thrown away.

• EDUCATE the office on the entire recycling process and raise awareness of the 
environmental issues to encourage everyone to participate.

• MONITOR the results of waste stream by performing a periodic inventory on 
an ongoing basis.

RecyclingInitiatives



The GO Plan diverted the amount of waste sent to the land fill 

by 42%

Waste Audit(s)

Feb 19th 2008

March 18th 2008

August 7th 2008

54%

27%

12% 88%

73%

46%

Waste to Landfill Recycled MaterialsDate

150 person office annually generates 25.3 tons  total waste
(recyclables + garbage)



What can we Recycle?Recyclables

Office Paper (white, 
colored, glossy, photo)

Magazines Newspaper

Junk Mail (including 
envelopes w/ windows)

Post‐it Notes

Paperboard (cereal boxes, 
TV meals, paper towel tubes, 
etc.)

File Folders (manila, 

hanging folders)

Paper

Cardboard

Bulk Items

Drawing Sets



Glass (bottles & jars, clear & colored)

Co‐Mingles

Aluminum Tin

Plastic (soda, 
water bottles & 
salad containers)

Plastic
(milk jugs)

recyclables NON‐RECYCLABLES

All Other # Plastics

Food Waste

Liquids

Glassware Styrofoam



This year, over 700,000 carpet samples 
will be shipped to designers across the 
country.  
Sadly, many of these samples 
unnecessarily wind up in landfills. 

The design problem



The tulip bin became a design solution to: 
• replace damaged black trash bins at desks

• trademark a new recycling system in the office 

• provide an innovative reuse of this product 
and 

• divert waste from landfills.



Approximately 150 bins were built by WRT 
employees and volunteers and ‘planted’
throughout the office




